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IN TOUCH, IN TUNE F1 PREVIEW 

16th Round of the FIA Formula One World Championship, 28th to 30th September 2018 
After a successful race in Singapore, where Marcus Ericsson and Charles Leclerc gave strong 
performances by fighting in the upper midfield, the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team is heading to 
Russia for the next Grand Prix. The Sochi Autodrom poses various challenges to drivers and 
teams alike, with the low grip of the asphalt being a particularly tricky characteristic which 
requires a good car set-up and tyre management throughout the weekend. The team is heading 
to Russia feeling positive, and aims to achieve strong results with both cars. 
As planned, Antonio Giovinazzi will take over the cockpit from Marcus Ericsson to complete the 
first free practice session for the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team ahead of the 2018 FIA Formula 
One Russian Grand Prix. 
  
Marcus Ericsson (car number 9): 
"I look forward to being back in Russia. The Sochi Autodrom is quite a difficult track with low 
grip making it a challenge to get the tyres and car to work well on this specific type of surface. In 
terms of driving, the most complex part of the circuit is the last sector, which is quite technical. 
It is important to have a good car set-up and balance to make sure that you can get a good lap 
time. After a strong last weekend, it will be interesting to see what we can do at the next Grand 
Prix. I can't wait to be back in the car." 
  
Charles Leclerc (car number 16): 
"It will be interesting to drive at Sochi for the first time. It is a new track for me, but I have driven 
it in the simulator in the past so I am fairly familiar with its layout. The corners on this circuit are 
all quite consistent and similar. For me, it will be all about getting into the rhythm of the track 
and being up to speed as soon as possible." 
  
Track facts: 
The Sochi Autodrom runs through the 2014 Winter Olympics Park. It is to a large extent 
surrounded by walls, therefore the circuit can be considered a mix between a permanent and a 
street track. Straight-line performance, traction and braking dominates the first and the last 
sectors, whereas the middle sector is more technical and requires the drivers to find their 
rhythm through the flow of the corners.  

Preview ς 2018 Formula One VTB Russian Grand 
Prix 



IN TOUCH, IN TUNE F1 NEWS 

Antonio Giovinazzi to race for the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team  
An Italian driver in Formula One with one of the Italian brands that has made car  
racing history 
  
Alfa Romeo and the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team are delighted to announce that 
Antonio Giovinazzi will race alongside 2007 Formula One World Champion Kimi 
RäikkönenΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ-up for the 2019 season. 
  
Following its tradition of discovering and nurturing young talents, the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team has 
appointed the Italian driver, who has worked with the team for the past two years, to race in place of 
Charles Leclerc. 
  
The decision to elect Antonio Giovinazzi is particularly significant in the scope of the project that this 
season saw the return of Alfa Romeo to the pinnacle of motorsports after a hiatus of more than 30 
years. The coming together of Alfa Romeo and the Italian driver was natural, also considering the 
strong bond that has tied Giovinazzi to the brand from an early age, and is a source of national pride 
considering that several years have passed since an Italian driver has competed in Formula One.  
  
Antonio Giovinazzi made his Formula One debut with Sauber at the 2017 Australian Grand Prix, and 
has since then competed with the Swiss team on one more occasion (2017 Chinese Grand Prix). 
Furthermore, he has completed several tests and FP1 session for the team. He has proven his talent, 
and shares the goal of achieving ambitious results together with the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team. 
  
Antonio Giovinazzi: 
άL ŀƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƭŦŀ wƻƳŜƻ Sauber F1 Team. This is a dream come true, and it is a 
great pleasure to have the chance to race for this team. As an Italian, it is a huge honour for me to 
represent a brand as iconic and successful as Alfa Romeo in our sport. I would like to thank the 
Scuderia Ferrari and the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team for giving me this great opportunity. I am very 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
Frédéric Vasseur, CEO of Sauber Motorsport and Team Principal of the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team:  
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ-up for the 2019 season. We first signed Kimi 
Räikkönen, an extremely experienced driver who will contribute to the development of our car and 
will accelerate the progress of our team as a whole.  
Together with Alfa Romeo, we are delighted to welcome Antonio Giovinazzi, who will take the place of 
Charles Leclerc. We have already had the opportunity to work with him in the past and he has proven 
to have great potential. We are very determined and motivated. Our target is to continue progressing 
ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘΦέ 
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 Marcus Ericsson (car number 9): 
άLΩƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ hƴŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
represented Sauber over the past four years and this season also such an iconic brand as Alfa 
Romeo. I would have loved to continue racing but to have a driver as Kimi Räikkönen on board is a 
great opportunity for the team. I will continue to give my contribution to the team as I have 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦέ     
 
Frédéric Vasseur, CEO of Sauber Motorsport and Team Principal of the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 
Team:  
ά²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ aŀǊŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ 
over the past for years with us. We are pleased that he will continue to be a part of the Sauber 
family going forward. In 2018, the team has made important progress and Marcus has been an 
essential factor in our development. He has a long history with our team and we look forward to 
our new shared chapter, in which we will strive to continue collaborating in a positive direction 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

Marcus Ericsson to take on the role of Third Driver and Brand Ambassador for 
the Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 Team from 2019 

Hinwil, 25th September 2018 ς The Alfa Romeo Sauber F1 
Team is delighted to announce that Marcus Ericsson will 
continue to be part of the team taking on the role of 
Third Driver and Brand Ambassador. 

Over the past four World Championship seasons, Marcus 
Ericsson has become an important part of the Sauber 
family. His experience, positive attitude, and the highly 
professional level of his work have contributed greatly to 
the remarkable progress made by the Alfa Romeo Sauber 
F1 Team. Marcus Ericsson will continue to collaborate 
closely with the team with full dedication.  



IN TOUCH, IN TUNE ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 5ǊŀƎ wŀŎŜ 

Here are the contenders: Alfa Romeo Stelvio v± όǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ {¦± ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƭŘǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 

Drag wŀŎŜέǎŜǊƛŜǎ), Aston Martin Vantage, Chevrolet Corvette ZR1, Porsche 911 GT2 RS, McLaren 

720S, Lamborghini Huracán Performante, Audi TT RS, Honda Civic Type-R, Kia Stinger GT, Ford 

Mustang GT Premium GT2, Dodge Challenger RT Scat Pack and BMW M5. 

 

http://www.carmag.co.za/videos/12-fastest-cars-2018-battle-worlds-greatest-drag-race-8/   
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http://www.carmag.co.za/car-reviews/driving-impressions/driven-lamborghini-huracan-performante/
http://www.carmag.co.za/car-reviews/driving-impressions/driven-lamborghini-huracan-performante/
http://www.carmag.co.za/car-reviews/driving-impressions/driven-lamborghini-huracan-performante/
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IN TOUCH, IN TUNE A Piece Of History 

Meet Abarth, the man who changed the sports-car world forever 

The journey of Carlo Abrath life is a long and interesting one and it 
all leads back to the cars we love to drive 

Abarth is a racing and road-car maker founded by Italo-Austrian Carlo 
Abarth in 1949. The performance brand of Fiat originally built exhaust 
systems for vehicles, and the now-famous association with Fiat began 
in 1952 when the Abarth 1500 Biposto was built on a Fiat platform. In 
the 1950s and 1960s, the Abarth brand continuously made a name for 
itself in the public eye as the synonym for sport, tuning and 
performance, changing the sports-car world. 

Karl Alberto Abarth 
Born in Vienna, Austria on November 15, 1908, Karl Alberto Abarth was the 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŎŀǊ ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ŦƛǊƳǎΦ Iƛǎ 
Austrian heritage aside, Abarth later adopted Italy as his home and changed his 
name to the Italian equivalent of Carlo. At the age of 16, Abarth began an 
apprenticeship at Castagna in Italy designing bicycle and motorcycle chassis 

He returned to Austria at the age of 19, and took a job with the then-famous motorcycle racer, 
Joseph Opawsky at Motor Thun Motorcycles, preparing and testing their race bikes. !ōŀǊǘƘΩǎ first 
break in racing came about when the factory rider fell ill and he was offered to race in his place. 
Abarth set the fastest lap during testing but was forced to ride a replacement machine that 
suffered a mechanical failure mid-race. Abarth ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎŀōƻǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿŜƭƭ 
received by the other riders in the team and he subsequently left Thun. 

Soon thereafter Abarth bought a secondhand 250cc Grindley-Peerless British motorcycle which he 
stripped down and modified. His first race victory came at Salzburg on July 29, 1928; a remarkable 
result considering he was responsible for his own mechanical backup. 
 
 The following year Abarth built his first motorcycle carrying 

the Abarth name. This pioneering water-cooled two-stroke 
clearly demonstrated his engineering genius, and by his mid-
twenties, Abarth had amassed five European Championship 
titles. 
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Abarth was forced to abandon motorcycle racing following a serious accident in Linz in 1933, but 
continued racing with a sidecar of his own design, on which he won many races. In 1934, he raced the 
Orient Express train on the 1 300km stretch from Vienna to Ostend. !ōŀǊǘƘΩǎ fi rst attempt was 
unsuccessful. 
However, on his second attempt, just two weeks later, victory was his after beating the train by more 
than 20 minutes. Abarth was forced to end his racing career in 1939 after a second, more serious 
accident in Yugoslavia. At this time, Abarth turned his attention to the tuning of cars 

Through his business contacts with renowned racing driver Tazio 
Nuvolari, as well as being a Porsche family-friend, he, along with 
engineer Rudolf Hruska and Piero Dusio established the Compagnia 
Industriale Sportiva Italia (CIS Italia, later becoming Cisitalia). Abarth 
had moved permanently to Italy in 1934, where he met Ferdinand 
tƻǊǎŎƘŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law Anton Piëch and the two opened the Italian 
Porsche Konstruktionen agency. 

The project suffered from under-funding before realizing its full 
potential, and the CIS Italia project ended in 1949 before the car could 
turn a wheel in competition. The links with Porsche continued, 
however, into the 1960s. 
Using the remnants of the Cisitalia company, Carlo Abarth founded 
Abarth & C. S.r.l with Armando Scagliarini (father of Cisitalia racing 
driver Guido Scagliarini) in Turin on March 31, 1949 using his 

Abarth created his own racing team ς άSquadra Abarthέ ς utilising a D46 
singleseater, two 204 Spiders and two incomplete cars from the remains 
of Cisitalia. The company signed famous names such as Tazio Nuvolari, 
Bonetto, Cortese, and Duberti and at the sixteenth Mille Miglia in 1949, 
Abarth lined up with four cars. 

The first automobile born of this cooperation was the somewhat unsuccessful Tipo 360 F1 prototype. 
The revolutionary single-seater car boasted a ground-breaking design that included a complex four-
wheel drive system and a mid-mounted, twin-supercharged 1 493cc flat-twelve engine producing well 
in excess of 224kW. 

ŀǎǘǊƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴΣ {ŎƻǊǇƛƻΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƭƻƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ 
production of cars and complementary aggregates for sport and racing cars, as well as changes and 
improvements to sports and racing cars, servicing, manufacture of mass-production tools, agency 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎŜ ŎŀǊǎΦέ 
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мфрлΩǎ 
Interest was soon shown by several car manufacturers, including Alfa Romeo, Maserati and Ferrari, 
and by 1952 Abarth was supplying exhaust systems for the Ferrari GT and World Championship cars. 
Abarth began  his now-famous association with Fiat in 1952, building the Abarth 1500 Biposto on Fiat 
mechanicals. 
In the 1960s, Abarth was also successful in hill-climb and sports car racing, mainly in classes from 
850cc up to 2000cc, competing with Porsche 904 and Ferrari Dino. In 1955, Abarth created a small, 
ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Cƛŀǘ сллΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ трлŎŎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎŀǊΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 

Abarth also re-bodied the car using two Zagato-designed body 
styles ς the Fiat Abarth 750 Zagato and Fiat Abarth 750 GT 
Zagato. In June 1956, Abarth drove a 750 with a body specially 
designed by Bertone at Monza and set a series of records. 
Traveling 3 743km at an average speed of 155km/h, Abarth 
broke the 24-hour record. He went on to break the 5 000km, 10 
000km, 5 000 miles, 48-hour and 72-hour records just a few 
days later. At the 24th running of the famed Mille Miglia in 

Fiat 500 
With the launch of the new Fiat 500 in 1958, Abarth created his 
masterpiece. A number of these cars were sent to the Monza circuit for 
testing, and for seven days and nights, the 500 Abarth rewrote the 
history books. 

One of the cars took second place in its class and fifth place overall. In the 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ year, the Abarth 204 A Roadster won the Italian 1100 
Championship and the Formula 2 title. Tazio Nuvolari won a thrilling victory 
in the Palermo-Monte Pellegrino hill-climb on the 10th April 1949, driving a 
204 A Spider. 

1957, 20 Abarth cars represented the 750 class ς 16 of them finished the race, with Abarth models 
covering first, second and third places. 

Covering a distance of 18 186km at an average speed of 108km/h, the 
500 Abarth broke six international records, nearly one every day. Abarth 
proved that small runabouts could be used as the basis for fast and 
ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƛƴŜŘΥ ά{Ƴŀƭƭ ōǳǘ 
wicked 
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мфтлΩǎ 
 

Abarth today 
 
The current Abarth range includes the Fiat 500 based 595 in Corsa, 
Turismo and Competizione variants with the choice of two body styles; 
hatchback and cabriolet, as well as the recently launched Abarth 124 
{ǇƛŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŘΩǎ ǘƻǇ-of-the-range offering. 

Maximum torque was also increased while the 140km/h top speed was 
as fast as saloon cars twice its size. Branded the Abarth 850 TC (Turismo 
Competizione), the car was entered into the Touring Competition class. 

мфслΩǎ 
The 1960 Fiat 600D boasted a new 767cc four-cylinder unit producing a modest 21kW. Abarth 
bored and stroked the engine to 847cc, upping power to an incredible 43kW with the highest 
compression ratio option. 

On the track, the 850 TC enjoyed countless victories ς ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ class 

in the 24 Hour race at Le Mans in June 1961, collected titles for the European Touring Car 

/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛƴ ΨсрΣ ΨссΣ ŀƴŘ ΨстΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƛȄ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ. 

During the 1970s, vehicles built by Fiat or its subsidiaries Lancia and 
Autobianchi were co-branded Abarth, the most famous being the 
Autobianchi A112 AbarthΦ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ άōƻȅ ǊŀŎŜǊέ 
vehicle of its time on account of its low weight and price, the A112 
would be the last car that Carlo Abarth was actively involved with, 
and it enjoyed its own competitive success in rallying and a one-
make series, and remained in production until 1986. 
 
Carlo Abarth died on October 23, 1979, aged 71 due to severe illness 
leaving an astonishing legacy of 10 world records, 133 international 
records and over 10 000 track victories. 
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Alfa Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio bŀƳŜŘ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΩǎ aƻǎǘ Cǳƴ-to-Drive Vehicle and Most Fun 
{¦± ŀǘ мнǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ άwǳƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴέ aŜŘƛŀ Event 
 
Å Industry accolades come courtesy of the Northwest Automotive Press Association (NWAPA) 
ÅNWAPA members drove and evaluated 18 vehicles at their annual competition. 
 
The 505-horsepower Alfa Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΩǎ aƻǎǘ Cǳƴ-to-
drive Vehicle and Most Fun SUV by the Northwest Automotive Press Association (NWAPA) at their 
12th ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άwǳƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴέ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŘǊƛǾŜ event. Participants were asked which vehicle they 
would choose as their own based on what they learned over the 527-mile drive route. 
  
ά{ƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛǇ-roaring exhaust note, the Alfa Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio announced it was the 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ b²!t! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΣ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 
writer with U.S. News & World ReportΦ ά²ƛǘƘ рлр ƘƻǊǎŜǇƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ǘŀǇΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ-
wheel-drive system and an electronically controlled suspension, the Stelvio was well-suited to 
ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƛǎǘȅ Ŏŀƴȅƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜΦέ 
  
To win the top honor, the Stelvio Quadrifoglio defeated 17 competitors, including:2019 Acura RDX 
A-Spec 
2018 BMW M5 
2018 Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 
2019 Ford Mustang Bullitt 
2019 Genesis G70 
2019 Lexus ES 350 F Sport 
2018 Mercedes-Benz GLC63 AMG 
  
ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 
ŎŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΦ 
  
Crafted by Alfa Romeo artisans in Cassino, Italy, the Stelvio Quadrifoglio is a testament to Alfa 
wƻƳŜƻΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ƳƛŘǎƛȊŜ {¦± ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
enthusiasts.  
  
With the Alfa Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio, where other SUVs stop at utility, Alfa Romeo took on 
the challenge to create the perfect mix of high performance, capability and design. The Stelvio 
Quadrifoglio is the fastest SUV in the world with a Nürburgring lap time of 7:51.7 and boasts a 
best-in-class 0-60 mph time of 3.6 seconds. 

http://media.fcanorthamerica.com/newsrelease.do?id=18347&mid=783
http://media.fcanorthamerica.com/newsrelease.do?id=18347&mid=783
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